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NOTES & COMMENTS.|

THE BANK OF CHINA.

Special attention may be called
to the excellent results disclosed
by Messrs. Lowe, Bingham & Mat-
thews’s investigation of the affairs
of the Bank of China. Even to
those most: closely connected with
the bank this showing is somerhing
of a surprise. The organization on
foreign lines appears particularly
praiseworthy and the fact of the
bank having a 100 per cent. reserve
against 1its paper issue, besides
over $3,000,000 in cash speaks vo-

lumes for its management. Had it |
not been for the unhappy disloca- |

tion of business caused by revolu-

tion, the bank’s affairs would be !

even more prosperous; and that
reflexion may be commended. to all
who would genuinely seek the wel-
fare of China, especially at such
a time as the present when it is
all important for tle nation to
ghow a united front.

FRENCH & RUSSIAN RED
CROSS FUND.

With deep regret it has to be ad-
mitted that to-day no new contri-
butions to the French and Russian
Bed Cross Fund can be recorded.
The fund was opened a fortnight
ago to-day, and in that space of
time it has gradually mounted up
to $1,127.73 and Tls. 1,516, no very
grand showing 1t must be confess-
ed. We still hold “M.A.’s’” che-
que for Tls. 1,000, but as yet not
even one of the nine others, who
must come forward with similar
amounts 1f the fund is to benefit
by that money, has presented him-
gelf. That there are many claims
on the public we know well. But
we cannot help thinking that for
guch a cause as this there must
still be plenty to spare, and that
forgetfulness 1s mainly the ex-
planation why subscriptions have
not come in more rapidly. We trust
that by Monday we shall be able
to reopen the list with substantial
additions.

THE GUARANTEE TO

BELGIUM.

Sir Edward Grey, speaking in
the House of Commons on Tuesday,
left no doubt as to what the Allies
will insist on obtaining for Bel-
gium before any peace is declared.
Great Britain, France and Russia
“will not cease hostilities until
Belgium has been reinstated in her
political and economical indepen-
dence and largely indemnified for
the wrongs she has suffered.”” This,
then, was the form of the renewal
by the Allied Powers of their en-

gagements entered into by the
treaties guaranteeing the inde-
pendence and neutrality of Bel-

gium. It will be remembered that
it was telegraphically reported
about a month ago that the French,
British and Russian Ministers at
the Belgian Court called at the
Belgian Ministry for Foreign Af-
fairs in Havre, and the Russian
Minister, acting as spokesman for
his colleagues, handed the Belgian
Foreign Minister a declaration by
the three Governments. Subse-
quently the Italian and Japanese
Ministers concurred in the de-
claration, although their countries
were not included among the Pow-
ers guaranteeing the independence
and neutrality of King Albert’s
country. German Minidgters, In
face of such hard facts, should by
this time have oceased to  trifle
with the question of peaoce.

TRADING WITH THE

ENEMY.

In the annual report of the Man-
chester Chamber of Commerce for
1815, special comment is made
upon the question of trading with
enemy firms in China. The notice,
published by the Government in
December 1914, to the effect that
1t was undesirable for British
firms to trade with firms of alien
enemy nationality in China was
unsatisfactory, and it was, there-
fore, on the whole a relief to the
Chamber and to Manchester trad-
ers when a positive order was is-
sued in the Proclamation of June
25, 1915, forbidding trade with the
enemy in China, 8iam, Persia and
Morocco. The matter, however,
was somewhat complicated by the
fact that on July 6 the Board of
Trade wrote permitting shipment
prior to July 26—provided the
goods were not sent to fulfil con-
tracts undertaken after the 1issue
of the Proclamation of June 23,
and that a later statement limited
this concession by insisbence on
actual deliveries in China by Sep-
tember 29. The Manchester Cham-
ber, therefore, entered into com-
munication with the Board of
Trade for an equitable compensa-
tion to be granted to firms who
acted on ‘the earlier statement and
were noti able to deliver by Bep-
tember 26, and at the date of the
report it appeared possible that
this appeal might be entertained,
the Chamber being engaged in
ascertaining the total extent of
consequent losses suffered or likely
to be suffered by their members.

A 1ETTER posted at Bordeaux on
July 29, 1914, containing drafts,
invoices, and bills of lading cover-
ing a shipment of wine by the str.
Buelow was delivered in Shanghai
a few days ago. The letter was
en route a few days less than a
year and eight months. This is
probably the record for slow mail
delivery from Europe to Shanghai.

INTERNED GERMAN
SHIPS.

e

IMPORTANT ACTION BY
PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT.

e ——

THE TONNAGE RELEASED.

From Ouar Own Cerrespondent,

Peking, March 21.

The entry of Portugal into the
ranks of the belligerents on the
allied side may not have much direct
military bearing on the war,
although the assistance of Portu-
guese troops in settling the situa-
tion in East Africa will be of materi-
al value to the Union army operat-
ing under the command of General
Smuts. In another direction, how-
ever, the adhesion of Portugal to
the Allies will have the important

, result of releasing some 160,000 tons

of German shipping interned in
Portuguese ports.

The vessels named in the list be-
low, many of which are well-known
in the Far East, are all being taken
over by the Government and their
crews interned. Such of the ships
as are suitable will be handed over
to the British Government, some
may be fitted out as cruisers, while
a number are being chartered to
a big shipping firm in Lisbon for
ordinary trade purposes. The total
tonnage, however employed, can-
not but prove of material use in re-

lieving the present shortage of
shipping.

T
Name of v.opal é * i:ﬂh.ﬂ‘:;
Nawas s 163 23 Lisbon
Jaffa 2,047 22
Mogador 1271.18
Lahmeck 1,7 19 ,,
Rotterdam 2,168 19 ,,
Achilles ............ 945 14
Uckemarch  ...... 4,312 56 ,,
Girgente ...........1,758 23 ,,
Sophie Rickmers...3,547 18 ,,
Western Walde ...3,900 82
Prince Heinrich ...6,636 180 ,,
Rhodos' 1,924 23,
Euripos 2,763 23 ,,
Picador .4 14
Galata ............... 4,044 31 ,,
Cheruskia ......... 3,245 46
Energie ............ 740 14 ,,
Arcadia .........1781 2
Wurttemberg ...... 7678 74 ,,
Naxos oo 2,220 22
Enos ..................1912 26
Antares 2511 26
Taygetas 2,986 2
Casa Blanca ...... 1,660 19 ,,
Milos ...............2,823 26
Mimera-Schuldt ... 992 16 ,,
Dresde (schooner)...1,695 256
Mayland 1,749 23 ,,
Buelow 8,065 210
Lubeck 1,738 20 ,,
Phenicia 3,655 45 ,,
Plato ..............1,408 16 ,,
Rolandseck .........1,663 26 ,,
Electra . B3 16
Mazagao 1,714 18
Wurzbarg .........3,246 Cape Verde
Heinburg ......... 2,673 e
Burgmeister .........3,670 &
Santa Barbara ...2,347 -
Togo ...... vees ey (186 o
Beta 1,391 »
HOPt. vviivivssisiisnis 188 i
Theodor ............ 186 %
Nachmann ......... ! o
will ... i 1 ¥
Adelaide ............ 2,915 Angola
Ingrabaning ......2,354 .
Best, e Ay
Kronprinz 3,541 Lourenzo
Admiral 3,606 Marques,
Kssen ............... 58 Mozambi-
Linda Worzieten..4,836 que and
Soffern e T Beira
Leutna TSRO | R
Lichtenfels .........3,528 India
Marienfels ..5,905 4§
Brisbane ............3,588 5
Komodore ......... 3,849 -
Numantia ......... 2,804 5
Woerwaers ......... 3,723 5

MOTOR BOATS.

The following anonymous contribution
has reached us. With the Easter holi-

days not for off it may prove useful to
intending up-country parties.

LI

o

The most important tool for an
amateur is a stout oar. Motor
boats are like wives. You may get
printed directions from the family
with your wife, but that will not
help you much in translating her
temperament. You have to experi-
ment for yourself.

There exist motor boats which
run 30 miles an hour every day, but
there are also motor boats which
only run six miles an hour every
other week.

How to Start a Motor Boat.

1. Bemove spark plug, empty
carburetter and crank the engine.

2. Sandpaper the flywheel, take
off the commutator and crank the
engine.

3. Kick the pump, blow cigarette
smoke in the priming cocks and
crank the emgine.

4. Disconnect the propeller, re-
verse the ensign, empty the fuel
tank and crank the engine.

5. Repeat a verse from the
Koran, tie a wet towel around the
eylinders, take off the lubricators
and crank the engine.

8. Take the motor entirely apart,
put it together with your fingers
crossed, drop a penny in the fuel
tank and crank the engine.

7. Crank the engine suddenly
without doing anything else. This
often surprises it into a running.

8. Turn your coat inside out, oil
the rudder, throw the fuel strainers
overboard, stuff a cushion in the
filywheel and crank the engine.

9, Repeat the names of the
Prophets in Arabic, put a cough
drop in the cylinders, write your
candid opinion of all motor boats
on the stern, roll up your cuffs,
connect the batteries to vour watch.
take off vour necktie, vell h—l into
the fuel tanks—and crank the en-

gine.

1 medical

ZEEBRUGGE A HUGE
SCRAP-HEAP.

DESTROYERS DRIVEN OUT
TO SEA.

Reunter’s Special Service.

Amsterdam, March 22.

A telegram from Rotterdam states
that the only things in Zeebrugge
to escape the bombs dropped by the
allied air squadron in the recent

raid  Wwere two  submarines,
which submerged in the dock,
and three  torpedo-destroyers,

which fled out to sea. They man-
ceuvred in the minefield but the
allied airmen forced them further
out, only to be chased by the Brit-
ish destroyers. Zeebrugge is now a
huge scrap-heap.

Numerous wounded marines have
arrived in Bruges from Zeebrugge.

Some patrol-boats, as well as the
destroyers, fled from Zeebrugge to
avoid the air bombardment while a
German submarine was seen hugging
the Duteh coast.

Later, a destroyer towed another
into Zeebrugge.

MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS
IN MESOPOTAMIA.

INEXCUSABLE SHORTAGE OF
SUPPLIES.

London, March 22.

In the House of Commons to-day
Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Secretary
of State for India, expressed grati-
tunde for the tributes paid to the
bravery and endurance of the In-
dian and British troops in Mesopo-
tamia. He considered that the
transfer of control of the operations
to the Imperial Government had
already proved advantageous.

He thought the inexcusable short-
age of medical supplies was largely
due to the enormous difficulties of
the river navigation. The Govern-
ment had sought everywhere for
shallow-draught vessels, some had
been lost at sea. Neither the Im-
perial Government nor the Raj were
satisfied but they hoped that tke

measures taken had already effect-
{ed an improvement.

Mr. C. E. H. Hobhouse referred
to Mr. Austen Chamberlain’s strong
words and hoped that the respon-

sibility for the breakdown in the
arrangements would be
placed on the proper shoulders.

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, in reply,
begged the House to keep an open
mind on the matter until the facts
were officially known regarding ‘he
breakdown and the responsibility.

To-day His Majesty the King in-
spected 20 motor ambulances out of
a total of 50 which the Cinemato-
graph Trades Association is pre-
senting to the Red Cross Society
and to the Order of St. John fer
use m Mesopotamia.—Reuter.

GALLOPER LIGHTSHIP

TORPEDOED.

London, March 23.

Lloyd’s announce that the Gal-
loper lightship, which warns vessels
from Galloper Sand, 30 miles north-
east of the North Foreland, is re-

ported to have been torpedoed and
sunk.

Ymuiden, March 23.
A steamer has arrived to-day
which reports that it found only the
mast of the Galloper Lightship
above the surface of the sea.—
Reuter.

Amsterdam, March 22.
It is reported that Herr Ballin has
declared that Germany’s policy is
to prevent traffic between the Unit-
ed Kingdom and European coun-
tries, neutral or not.—Reuter
Special.
Amsterdam, March 22.
It is announced that the departare
of the Dutch liner Konigin der
Nederlanden (8,225 tons) for India,
which was arranged for the 25th, has
been provisionally postponed.—
Reuter.

-

SUPPORT FOR GENERAL
VILLA.

-

REVOLT OF HERRERA.

Columbus (New Mexica),
March 22

It is reported that General Her-
rera has revolted against President
Carranza and taken the field in
western Chihuahua with 2,000 men
in favour of Villa.

There is no news of the American
Expedition against Villa owing to
the failure of the wireless and the
cutting of the telegraph lines. Two
aeroplanes accompanying the ex-
pedition have not arrived and pos-
sibly have been lost in the desert.

Damage to the extent of G.
$3,000,000 has been done by a mys-
terious fire at Paris, in northwest
Texas.—Reuter.

-

THE SINKING OF THE

TUBANTIA.

The Hague, March 22.

The official representations to be
made by the Dutch Minister to
Berlin concerning the sinking of the
Tubantia were forestalled by +*he
declaration made by the German
Minister at The Hague.—Reuter.

GERMAN ATTACKS
AT AVOCOURT.

———e——

HEAVY BOMBARDMENTS
RENEWED.

Through Reunter’s Agency.

A RUSSIAN BLOW
NEAR VILNA.

FIGHTING ON THE
WHOLE FRONT.

HARD

Through Reuter’s Agency.

Paris, March 22.

Petrograd, March 22.

this afternoon reports:—

West of the Meuse there was a
very lively artillery duel in the
vicinity of Malancourt, Esnes and
Hill 304. It was particularly vio-
lent at Haucourt Hill, while east of
the Meuse the bombardment was
intense at Vaux and Damloup.
There has been no infantry action.
The evening official communiqué
states:—

“West of the Meuse, after an all
day bombardment, the Germans
made several attacks against our
front from Avocourt Wood to the
village of Malancourt. All the
enemy attempts to debouch from
Avocourt Wood were stopped by
our artillery and infantry fire.
The enemy succeeded in gaining
a footing on a small hill at Hau
courit, about one kilometre south-
west of Malancourt.

East of the Meuse there wag an
intense bombardment in the Douau-
mont and Vaux regions.

The- French artillery bombarded
some enemy works in Belgium,
north of the Aisne and in Argonne.

London, March 22.

An official communiqué issued
by General 8Sir Douglas Haig|
states :—

Last night the enemy exploded
two -mines which caused no casual-
ties.

There was some fighting Wwith
hand grenades in mine craters
northeast .of Vermelles without
changing the situation.

To-day our guns and trench mor-
tars successfully bombarded the
enemy’s position southwest of Wez-
madquart.

P

REDUCTION OF RESERVED
OCCUPATIONS.

e e

THE DEMAND FOR MORE MEN.

London, March 22.

During the debate on the Army
Votes vesterday the position of
married men was again brought be-
fore the attention of the House.

Mr. Walter Long stated that Re-
served occupations have been large-
ly reduced. It has been decided
that in a variety of trades men be-
low certain ages, varying from 25
to 35 in different trades, must be
released and also that a greater
demand could justly be made from
agriculture. These decisions would
be applicable immediately and
would greatly affect the numbers of
men available. The provisions of
the Service Act for the avoidance
of industrial compulsion were leav-
ing too wide gaps and a remedy
was under consideration.—Reuter
Special.

e

COMPULSION FOR
BENEDICTS ¢ .

London, March 22.

The Liberal War Committee has
passed a resolution in favour of

extending compulsory service to
married men.

-

MESSAGES TO CANDIDATES
AT HARBOROUGH.

London, March 22.

Mr. Asquith, in a message to Mr.
Harris, the ‘Coalition Candidate in
the Harborough by-election, says:
“I trust you will demonstrate the
true unity of the nation which is
our greatest strength in prosecuting
the war.”

Sir Edward Carson, in a letter to
Gibson Bowles, who is contesting
Harborough on behalf of married
attested men, pays a tribute to his
services in saving the country from
the disastrous results of the De-
claration of London. He continues:
“I am a supporter of the Coalition
Government and every opportunity
ought to be taken to strengthen its
hands by the election to the House
of Commons of men whose criticigms
will help to solve great internation-
al problems.”

rait—

-l

SAFEGUARDS FOR TRADE
AFTER THE WAR.

APPOINTMENT OF SMALL
COMMITTEES.

London, March 22.

In the House of Commons, Mr.
Walter Runciman, President of the
Board of Trade, said that he was
appointing small committees to
consider measures for safeguarding,
after the war, the position of im-
portant British industries in rela-
tion to international competition.

Two have already been appoint-
ed: Tron, Steel and Engineering,
with Sir Edward Hyde, a partner
in S. Pearson & Son, contractors,
as Chairman, and Mr. Balfour (1
Arthur Balfour, Managing Director
of Arthur Balfour & Co., Id.,
Sheffield), as one of the members:
and Shipping and Shipbuilding
with Sir Charles Booth, partner in
the Booth Line, as Chairman.

The Textile Trades committee

The official communiqué issued |

An official communiqué reports:

Fighting has been general along
the whole front.

The Russian forces have captur-
ed two woods and a village in the
Jacobstadt sector and a whole line
of trenches south of Dvinsk,
There is a particularly desperate
engagement in progress north of
Postavy, half-way betwieen Dvinsk
and Vilna. Enemy counter-attacks
with the object of recapturing
trenches they had lost failed.

The Russians are gaining the

upper hand in a battle on the
southwestern shore of Lake Maroecz,
northeast of Vilna, where they have
forced three lines of entanglements
and ‘trenches, after a series of
fierce attacks and, notwithstanding
the German use of gases, capturing
over 1,000 prisoners, 12 machine-
guns and other material. The Rus-
sians, using gas, effectively checked
attempted counter-attacks.
A fight preceded the Russian oc-
cupation of Ispahan, whose in-
habitants, exhausted by the looting
of the Turks and Germans, wel-
comed the Russians with enthus-
iasm. The Governor-General and
other authorities had previously
jeined the Russians, with whom
they re-entered the city.

-

FIGHTING IN THE RIGA
SECTOR.

| FroM RussiaN LeeaTioN, PEKING. ]

’ Petrograd, Mar. 20.

In the Riga sector the enemy
violently bombarded the Ikskul
bridgehead defences and further
south of it. There has been a re-
ciprocal cannonade in the northern
part of the Jakobstadt sector. In
the region of Vidzy our artillery
shelled the German trenches. At
the village of Medytsiany, to the
sonth of Tverech, the enemy at-
tempted to assume the offensive,
but was repulsed.

The ememy opened fire on the
sector of the borough of Smorgon.

In the region of the Upper Strypa
our scouts captured a trench. The
enemy counter-attack was repulsed
by our fire. In the same region an
enemy attempt to approach the
village of Iuzefovka was checked.

The Black 8Sea: OQOur torpedo-
boats sank near the Bulgarian
shores a steamer laden with ben-
zine. They were attacked by enemy
aeroplanes, which dropped eight
bombs without hitting them. The
crew of the steamer was captured.

The Turkish Front: During the
pursuit of the Turks we captured
two more field guns in the Mama-
hatun region.

e

THE REVOLT IN
SOUTHWEST CHINA.

[ T

TERMS OF PEACE.

Peking, March 24.

Acocording to Chinese reports the
following are the proposed terms
under which the Central Govern-
ment is willing to negotiate peace:
1.—The cancellation of the inde-
pendence of Yunnan, XKueichow
and Kuangsi.
2.—The withdrawal of all insur-
gent troops io their original local-
ities.
3.—The disbandment of all new-
ly enlisted rebel troops.
4.—The preservation of order in
the three rebel provinces.
5.—The despatch of one or two
delegates from each of the three
provinces to Peking to discuss
terms.—Reuter.

Chéngtu, March 23.
The rebels continue stubbornly
to resist the advance of the Govern-
ment troops under General Tsao
Kun in southern Szechuan, where
they still hold Kiangmen and seven
Hsiens southward of that town.
It 18 reliably reported that the
conduct of the Szechuan troops
among the people is much better
than that of the troops under Gen-
eral Tsao Kun.
Lolos are causing much trouble
at Ningyuanfu, otherwise there
are no robber disturbances there
now. The conditions at Wenkiang,
Chongchingchow, Pihsien,
hsien and Penghsien are still un-
settled .
Chéngtu itself iz very quiet.—
Reuter.

e —

PLOTS IN SINKIANG.

e

Froms Our Own Correspondent.

| Harbin, March 24.

Kuldja telegrams of the 22nd in-
stant state that news has been re-
ceived from Urumchu that a party
of Yunnan officers had organized a
plot to kill the Governor of Urum-
chu, usurp the the power and de-
clare independence.

General Yang, learning about
the conspiracy, without disclosing
this fact invited these Yunnanese
to an official dinner and, under
various pretexts, called the officers
one by one from the room, when
he caused them instantly to be
execubed. Ten men were thus
slain. No disorder fqgllowed. At
Iliili Governor Chen Tao-hsi is a
Yunnanese. ;

There are rumours of troubles
brewing at New Suitien but so far

will be announced shortly.—Reuter.

no disturbanoces,

Kuan- |

AWAKENING OF
EASTERN HONAN.

SOME RESULTS OF RAILWAY
CONSTRUCTION.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Kaifeng, March 20.

Kueiteh Prefecture, forming the
eastern corner of Honan, was until
quite recently entirely out of the
sphere of things modern. Sleepy
and conservative as Honan general-
ly is supposed to be, this part of
the province was very far behind,
having a language and a people
who were best understood by the
old-fashioned folk of this part of the
country., Here we met an old
gentleman who, in the third year
of the Bepublic, had not heard of
the passing of the Ching Dynasty.
It was also well known as a ren-
dezvous of robbers, who could slip
across the border into either of
four provinces at the approach of
the Government troops.

L'hese latter spent their time
wandering backwards and for-
wards, at least as long as 1 have
been travelling in this district, in
search of the mysterious disturbers
of peace and property whom they
never met face to face. It took five
days in cart from Kaifeng to Yung-
cheng and three to Kueitehfu in fine
weather, so that one imagined the
distances much greater than they
really are. .

The awakening has come with the
new raillway. Although the op-
position to its coming was so great
that it only touches one hsien in the
whole 600 i from Kaifeng to Hsu-
chowfu, the travelling public is
enormous. As yet but a construe-
tion train is running, but those who
took care to have the line built as
far as possible from their home
cities are now suffering under the
inconvenience of toiling to the
train. One old gentleman said to
me that if they had only understood
what the railway meant we might
have had things different.

The cost of land has gone up to
unheard-of prices. At one place a
mere sandy plain is now selling for
twenty to twenty-five dollars a mow
for peanut land. At the station
of one little town where business
has been dead ever since the Yellow
River left its ancient bed and flow-
ed off northward, I counted at one
time 15 cars loaded with bags of
peanuts. Temples are being chang-
ed into “Hongs’ for want of better
or bigger buildings. Carloads of
eggs are being shipped so that one
can scarcely buy one for breakfast.
A place that could be rented three
years ago for four tiao a month is
hardly obtained for 12 now. Such
is the opening of this section for
business.

Yuan Shih-kai is taking many of
the youths to swell the ranks of his
army. As I passed Kueiteh the
other day some 400 of these young
country lads stood waiting for the
train with white labels pinned to
their coats, and when the order to
march was given they jumped,
skipped and hopped in a most un-
soldierly fashion in their joy to see
something of the big world beyond
the confines of the home wvillage.

On the Monday before the feast
of lanterns we had such a crowd of
old women and country folk who
wished to avail themselves of the
privilege of burning incense at the
Lung Ting temple in Kaifeng that
the conductor had to keep the
crowd of passengers from trying to
climb on the roof of the cars.
Finally he only stopped during the
latter part of the journey between
the stations to put off the mail as
the train had all she could possibly
carry. This might be deseribed
as a religous revival brought about
by the new railway, but I should be
inclined to think there was as much
curiosity to see the capital city
as there was desire to burn incense
in the “Lung Ting.”

There is no doubt that the rail-
way 1s opening up the country and
as the Chinese in these districts
see the improvements already in-
troduced in other parts of China
thery will no doubt gradually be in-
troduced here also.

The facilities in bringing the
troops have also put an end to the
robber bands. This will be a great
boon to these peaceable farmers,
who, given a chance, will gather the
wealth of a fertile though populous
distriet.

—

HSU SHIH-CHANG IN
OFFICE.

From Our Own Cerrespondent.

Peking, March 21.

The Mandate totally abandoning
the Monarchy will be signed by Hsu
Shihchang, late Secretary of
State, who thus resumes office as a
consequence of the step now tardily
taken by Yuan Shih-kai. Other im-
portant personages are méntioned
as likely to rejoin the Government.

Anything like a rally to the Gov-
ernment side of the more important
men who have been holding aloof
on account of their opposition to
the Monarchy cannot but have a
beneficial effect on the situation.
At the same time the abandonment
comes very late in the day, and in
view of the extension of the rebel-
lion to Kuangsi the rebel leaders
may regard their cause e2s
sufficiently prosperous to warrant
perseverance in their object of
securing the removal of Yuan.

The disquieting news has reached
Peking that Lung Chin-kuang has
gone over to the Republicans with
his force. Needless to say conject-
ure as to the attitude of his brother,

Lung Chi-kuang, is very busy.

FRUITS OF
WENCHOW.

THE ORANGE SEASON AND
ITS RICHES.

From Our Own Correspondent,

Wenchow, March 21.

The orange season which is now
approaching a close has been an ex-
ceptionally good one. Whereas
last year the total export did not

‘reach more than 10,000 cases (the

crop being a comparative failure)
scarcely a China Merchaats’
steamer has left the port since the
first week .in November without
carrying from 2,500 to 4,000 cases
and in some weeks the export has
reached a total of 7,000 cases. The
oranges are for the most part re-
shipped at Shanghai for Tientsin
and Peking.

The Wenchow orange is peculiar
and quite different from any other
Chinese variety. It is large and
has a thick loose skin, and with large
numbers of people the liking for it
1s only slowly acquired, but once
the taste is acquired it is preferred
to any other kind. It may be point-
ed out that the flavour is reminis-
cent of the Seville orange, and it is
possibly this that makes the Wen-
chow orange so excellent for mak-
ing marmalade. Whether this
could be carried out on a large

scale successfully, remains [Bcibe
seen. L* i.

Another of the Wenchow prodiets
that might be utilized is the ginger
root which, while produced in con-
siderable quantity, is not exported,
yet preserved ginger made from the
local product is quite equal to the
Canton variety.

Tea and Alam,

It is reported that during the
coming tea season the local pro-
ducers are likely to be left severely
alone by the buyers, as the amount
of adulteration that took place last
year was almost without precedent.
Years ago Wenchow tea had quite
a good name, the greater portion of
the crop going to Hankow for
blending purposes, but the amount
gradually diminished for the same
reason as given above. The pro-
ducers evidently do not see that
commercially they are cutting their
own throats by such corrupt prac-
tices.

The output of alum from Ping-
yvanghsien, thirty miles south of
Wenchow, is steadily increasing and
as prices during the year have gone
up considerably the trade is very
lucrative. The alum is brought u»
in junks to Wenchow and tranship-
ped to the steamers, thousands of
bags being carried every trip.

Currency and Electric Light.

Wenchow is a very conservative
place and only during the last few
months has the copper cent piece
been in circulation. For years,
owing, it is said, to the obstruction
of the local banks and cash shops,
there has been a boycott of this
useful coin: The reason for this
obstruction is difficult to find out.
The obstruction having been re-
moved, however, the number of one
cent pieces in circulation is in-
creasing rapidly.

The electric light, it would seem,
has become a permanency in Wen-
chow. The plant, quite new, was
set up nearly two years ago and |
during the last twelve months there
has been practically no breakdown.
The management, now entirely in
the hands of Chinese, is to be con-
gratulated on its efficient service.
Over 4,000 lights are in nightly use,
and while the plant is capable of
serving more, the company is not
able to get the supplies for further
installation.

One Year Normal School.

In addition to the already exist-
ing Normal School the local authori-
ties have been advised to organize
a new one with a one year’s course.
The supply of teachers for the Gov-
ernment elementary schools—now
called Citizen Schools—is evidently
not equal to the demand -and the
new venture i1s an attempt to cope
with the latter. The disadvantages
of this ‘“‘get diploma quick’’ method
are too obvious to need comment.

GENERAIL CADORNA IN

LONDON.

London, March 22.

Generalissimo Cadorna arrived
in London to-day. He was wel-
comed by Lord Kitchener, Vis-
count French, and others and re-
ceived an ovation from the immense
crowds, in which there- were many
Italians, gathered to witness his
arrival.

General Cadorna will be received
by the King.—Reuter.

THE BUDGET.

London, March 22.
The Budget will probably come
before the House of Commons
during the second week of April
The date has not yet been fixed.—
Reuter.

AN interested attendance of the
members of the Study Circle met
last evening at 128A  Szechuen
Road when a lecture was delivered
by Dr. Chatley upon some phases
of Chinese theosophical +hought.
The speaker dealt in an absorbing
manner with the hexagrams upon
which the system is founded, and
its varlous expansions and, at the
conclusion of his address, answered
questiions which clearly demon-
strated the keenness with which

his remarks had been followed.

FROM THE CHINESE
PRESS.

THE HOUSE OF LEGISLATURE.

The official constitution of the
Secretariat of the Lifayuan, or
House of Legislature, as it was pro-
mulgated by Mandate on March 18,
1s embodied in 11 articles. The
Secretariat will be composed of five
departments, namely, Documents,
Meetings, Records, Accounts, and
General Affairs, the duties of each
of which are carefully defined.
Officials and staff of the Secretariat
will comprise: Secretary-in-Chief,
secretaries, semior assistant secre-
taries, junior assistant secretaries,
stenographers and clerks. All the
functions of these gentlemen are
also defined.

The number of stenographers and
clerks will be decided by the
Secretary-in-Chief at his own dis-
cretion, the latter being appointed
by the Chief Executive himself, the
secretaries and senior assistant
secretaries shall be appointed upon
recommendation.

Police Guards for the Lifayuan,

On March 18, the official system
of the Company of Police Guards
for the protection of the Lifayuan,
containing six articles, was also
promulgated by the Chief Execu-
tive. As regards the question cf
their pay, quarters and other mat-
ters, the ultimate decision will rest
with the Secretary-in-Chief.

It is significant that the creation
of a special guard of police for the
protection of the Lifayuan, which is
supposed to be an assembly of po-
pular representatives, should have
been considered mecessary. The
promulgation of a distinct set of
articles governing the official con-
stitution of such a small police force
speaks eloquently of the importanca
evidently attached to its function
by the Government.

Important Appointments.

Field Marshal Feng Kuo-chang
has again expressed his disinclina-
tion for the post of Chief of the
General Staff. Tuan Chi-jui has
been appointed to succeed him.

An assistant military director will
be appointed to the province of
Kiangsu. General Wang Ting-
cheng, Military Governor of the
Nanking Circuit, is the most likely
man to fill the post.

Field Marshal Li Yuan-hung is
understood to have signified his
willingness to resume office as Vice-
President of the Republic. He will,
concurrently, become Comptroller
of the Chiangchiinfu in Peking,

General Lu Yung-ting, Pacifica~
tion Commissioner of Kueichow,
has telegraphed to the Peking Gov-
ernment, disavowing his connexion
in any way with Kuangsi’s change
of attitude, prior to his departure
from Nanning. He states that, in
the circumstances, his only alter-
native is to return to Nanning and
endeavour to keep order there, and
in the event of his failure to do =o,
he will retire to private life.

The Assimilation of Mongolians,

The Board of Mongolian and
Tibetan Affairs has laid the follow-
ing suggestions before the Govern-
ment, in pursuance of a policy fcr
the ultimate assimilation of China’s
Mongolian subjects :—

(1) To eradicate racial distine-
tion by encouraging intermarriage.
between Chinese and Mongolians.

(2) To cultivate more intimate re-
lations, by permitting the Mongols
to come and trade in the interior
of all provinces.

(3) To encourage Mongolians to
tour throughout the provinces so
that they may acquire Chinese
habits and customs.

(4) To establish as many schools
to teach Chinese in Mongolia as
funds will permit.

Chinese Insurance Companies.

In view of the insurance com-
panies either established~by Chin-
ese alone or formed jointly by Chin-
ese and foreigners which are grow-
ing in number every year, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Com-
merce has decided to impose some
restrictions upon this kind of busi-
ness 8o as to protect the publie.
To begin with, district officials will
probably make examination of the
affairs of insurance companies al-
ready existent in their jurisdiction.
A certain form is furnished to the
local officials who will fill up the
blanks with the result of their ex-
amination.

SHANTUNG ROAD
HOSPITAL.

Previously acknowledged $842.50 Tls. 390

50.00

$892.50 Tis. 380

——

“Silk Room per L.C.”

FUND FOR BLIND
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

———

$ Tla

Prevously acknow-

ledged £26 Ts. 4d. 2,273 988.2H
Court Fees 25
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ezra 25
Mrs. and Miss Loam 10.00
Mrs. N. W. Hickling 26
Mre. C. Tonkin 20

£26 7= 4d. $2,368 Tls. 998.25

‘ S81r JoEN ANDERSON was received
in audience by the King on Wed-
nesday and kissed hands on taking

his appointment as Governor of
Ceylon.—Reuter.



